THE BRITISH-FRENCH ENTENTE                             1904
In the spring of 1903 King Edward began to appear on the scene.
There is nothing in the record to substantiate the idea, widely held
in Europe, that he was in any special sense the author of the French
policy, or that he imposed it on his Ministers. So far as he had any
influence on affairs, he appears, as Prince of Wales, to have fallen
in with the official policy of leaning on Germany and the Triple
Alliance and he went out of his way to be as civil as possible to the
German Kaiser at the time of the Queen's death and for the next
eighteen months. The supposition which some of his biographers
have favoured that he " had continually on his loom " during these
months " the fabric of the Anglo-French Entente " is intrinsically
improbable and has no evidence to support it. No one could have
worked at that loom until the Fashoda crisis was forgotten and the
Boer war over; and the Kong, when Prince, was known to have greatly
resented the unseemly attacks on his mother which were part of the
anti-British press campaign in France. But so soon as the new
chapter was opened, he had a part and a very important part to
play. He had from old days a sincere liking for the French and
had been a frequent visitor to Paris, where he was regarded as a genial
man of the world and an agreeable exception to the long-faced
English. There was general agreement at this point that if anyone
could dispel the atmosphere of suspicion and bitterness which the
wrangling of the previous years had created among the French, and
bring them to a state of mind in which they would look favourably
on an Entente, it would be King Edward.
So at the beginning of March, 1903, Lansdowne conveyed to the
French Government that the King was planning a cruise in the Mediter-
ranean, and that on his return journey it would give him much
pleasure to meet the President (M. Loubet) on French soil. The
President received this intimation with " unmistakable delight." He
said that in the present temper of France a visit would do more good
than, probably even the British Government realized. His Majesty
as Prince of Wales had enjoyed an exceptional popularity in France,
and his many old friends would be overjoyed to see him again, but
this feeling was not confined to old friends and was general among
all cksses. It was arranged that the King should go to Paris in
May.
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